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AMENDMENT NO. 4720
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO), the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
KIRK), the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN), the Senator from
Maine (Mr. KING) and the Senator from
Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
4720 proposed to H.R. 2578, a bill mak-
ing appropriations for the Departments
of Commerce and Justice, Science, and
Related Agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2016, and for
other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 4733
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from Nebraska (Mr.
SASSE) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 4733 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2578, a bill making appro-
priations for the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, Science, and Re-
lated Agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 4743
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 4743 intended to
be proposed to H.R. 2578, a bill making
appropriations for the Departments of
Commerce and Justice, Science, and
Related Agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2016, and for
other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 4750
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) and the Senator from
New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
4750 proposed to H.R. 2578, a bill mak-
ing appropriations for the Departments
of Commerce and Justice, Science, and
Related Agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2016, and for
other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 4762
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL), the Senator from
Oregon (Mr. WYDEN), the Senator from
New York (Mr. SCHUMER), the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. LEAHY), the Sen-
ator from Massachusetts (Mr. MAR-
KEY), the Senator from Vermont (Mr.
SANDERS), the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) and the Senator
from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) were added as
cosponsors of amendment No. 4762 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 2578, a
bill making appropriations for the De-
partments of Commerce and Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2016,
and for other purposes.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 501—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE ON RUSSIAN MILITARY
AGGRESSION

Mr. PERDUE (for himself, Mr. JOHN-
SON, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
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RIscH, and Mr. GARDNER) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. REs. 501

Whereas, on May 25, 1972, the United States
and the Soviet Union signed the Agreement
Between the Government of The United
States of America and the Government of
The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on
the Prevention of Incidents On and Over the
High Seas (the ‘‘Agreement’). Russia and
the United States remain parties to the
Agreement;

Whereas Article IV of the Agreement pro-
vides that ‘“Commanders of aircraft of the
Parties shall use the greatest caution and
prudence in approaching aircraft and ships of
the other Party operating on and over the
high seas, and . . . shall not permit simu-
lated attacks by the simulated use of weap-
ons against aircraft and ships, or perform-
ance of various aerobatics over ships’’;

Whereas, on January 25, 2016, a Russian
Su-27 air-superiority fighter flew within 15
feet of a United States Air Force RC-135U
aircraft flying a routine patrol in inter-
national airspace over the Black Seal;

Whereas, on April 11, 2016, the USS DON-
ALD COOK, an Arleigh-Burke-class guided-
missile destroyer, was repeatedly buzzed by
Russian Su-24 attack aircraft while oper-
ating in the Baltic Sea. United States offi-
cials described the low-passes as having a
‘“‘simulated attack profile’’;

Whereas, on April 12, 2014, a Russian Su-24
again conducted close-range low altitude
passes for about 90 minutes near the DON-
ALD COOK;

Whereas the United States European Com-
mand expressed ‘‘deep concerns’ about the
April 11 and 12, 2016, Russian close-range
passes over the DONALD COOK and stated
that the maneuvers were ‘‘unprofessional
and unsafe’’;

Whereas, on April 14, 2016, a Russian Su-27
barrel-rolled over a United States reconnais-
sance aircraft operating in international air-
space over the Baltic Sea, at one point com-
ing within 50 feet of the United States plane.
The Pentagon condemned the maneuver as
‘‘erratic and aggressive’’;

Whereas, on April 20, 2016, Russian Perma-
nent Representative to the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) Alexander
Grushko accused United States military air-
craft and vessels operating in international
waters as attempting ‘‘to exercise military
pressure on Russia’” and promised to ‘‘take
all necessary measures [and] precautions, to
compensate for these attempts to use mili-
tary force’’;

Whereas, on April 29, 2016, another Russian
Su-27 performed another barrel-roll over a
United States Air Force RC-135 reconnais-
sance plane, this time coming within ap-
proximately 100 feet of the aircraft;

Whereas the commander of the United
States Cyber Command, Admiral Mike Rog-
ers, warned Congress during a Senate hear-
ing that Russia and China can now launch
crippling cyberattacks on the electric grid
and other critical infrastructures of the
United States;

Whereas Russia’s military build-up and in-
creasing Anti-Access/Area Denial capabili-
ties in Kaliningrad and its expanded oper-
ations in the Arctic, the Black Sea, the east-
ern Mediterranean Sea, and in Syria aim to
deny United States access to key areas of
Eurasia and often pose direct challenges to
stated United States interests;

Whereas the United States has determined
that in 2015, Russia continued to be in viola-
tion of obligations under the Treaty between
the United States of America and the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Elimi-
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nation of their Intermediate-Range and
Shorter-Range Missiles (the “INF Treaty’),
signed in Washington, D.C. on December 8,
1987, and entered into force June 1, 1988, not
to possess, produce, or flight-test a ground-
launched cruise missile with a range capa-
bility of 500 km to 5,500 km, or to possess or
produce launchers of such missiles; and

Whereas General Philip Breedlove, Com-
mander of United States European Com-
mand, stated that ‘‘we face a resurgent and
aggressive Russia, and as we have continued
to witness these last two years, Russia con-
tinues to seek to extend its influence on its
periphery and beyond’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the recent dangerous and un-
professional Russian intercepts of United
States-flagged aircraft and vessels;

(2) calls on the Government of the Russian
Federation to cease provocative military
maneuvers that endanger United States
forces and those of its allies;

(3) calls on the United States, its European
allies, and the international community to
continue to apply pressure on the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation to cease its
provocative international behavior; and

(4) reaffirms the right of the United States
to operate military aircraft and vessels in
international airspace and waters.

SENATE RESOLUTION 502—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 20, 2016, AS ‘“‘AMER-
ICAN EAGLE DAY’ AND CELE-
BRATING THE RECOVERY AND
RESTORATION OF THE BALD
EAGLE, THE NATIONAL SYMBOL
OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself and
Mr. DURBIN) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 502

Whereas the bald eagle was chosen as the
central image of the Great Seal of the United
States on June 20, 1782, by the Founding Fa-
thers at the Congress of the Confederation;

Whereas the bald eagle is widely known as
the living national symbol of the United
States and for many generations has rep-
resented values such as—

(1) freedom;

(2) democracy;

(3) courage;

(4) strength;

(5) spirit;

(6) independence;

(7) justice; and

(8) excellence;

Whereas the bald eagle is unique only to
North America and cannot be found natu-
rally in any other part of the world, which
was one of the primary reasons the Founding
Fathers selected the bald eagle to symbolize
the Government of the United States;

Whereas the bald eagle is the central
image used in the official logos of many
branches and departments of the Federal
Government, including—

(1) the Executive Office of the President;

(2) Congress;

(3) the Supreme Court;

(4) the Department of Defense;

(5) the Department of the Treasury;

(6) the Department of Justice;

(7) the Department of State;

(8) the Department of Commerce;

(9) the Department of Homeland Security;

(10) the Department of Veterans Affairs;

(11) the Department of Labor;

(12) the Department of Health and Human
Services;

(13) the Department of Energy;
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(14) the Department of Housing and Urban
Development;

(15) the Central Intelligence Agency; and

(16) the United States Postal Service;

Whereas the bald eagle is an inspiring sym-
bol of the spirit of freedom and the sov-
ereignty of the United States;

Whereas the image and symbolism of the
bald eagle has played a significant role in
art, music, literature, architecture, com-
merce, education, and culture in the United
States, and on United States stamps, cur-
rency, and coinage;

Whereas the bald eagle was once endan-
gered and facing possible extinction in the
lower 48 States, but has made a gradual and
encouraging comeback to the lands, water-
ways, and skies of the United States;

Whereas the dramatic recovery of the na-
tional bird of the United States is an endan-
gered species success story and an inspira-
tional example to other environmental, nat-
ural resource, and wildlife conservation ef-
forts worldwide;

Whereas, in 1940, noting that the species
was ‘‘threatened with extinction’’, Congress
passed the Bald Eagle Protection Act (16
U.S.C. 668 et seq.), which prohibited killing,
selling, or possessing the species, and a 1962
amendment expanded protection to the gold-
en eagle, thereby establishing the Bald and
Golden Eagle Protection Act;

Whereas, by 1963, there were only an esti-
mated 417 nesting pairs of bald eagles re-
maining in the lower 48 States, with loss of
habitat, poaching, and the use of pesticides
and other environmental contaminants con-
tributing to the near demise of the national
bird of the United States;

Whereas the bald eagle was officially de-
clared an endangered species in 1967 under
the Endangered Species Preservation Act of
1966 (Public Law 89-669; 80 Stat. 926) in all
areas of the United States south of the 40th
parallel due to the dramatic decline in the
population of the bald eagle in the lower 48
States;

Whereas the Endangered Species Act (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) was signed into law in
1973 and, in 1978, the bald eagle was listed as
“‘endangered’” throughout the lower 48
states, except in Michigan, Minnesota, Or-
egon, Washington, and Wisconsin, where it
was designated as ‘‘threatened’’;

Whereas, in July 1995, the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service announced that
bald eagles in the lower 48 States had recov-
ered to the point where populations of bald
eagles previously considered ‘‘endangered’
were now considered ‘‘threatened’’;

Whereas, by 2007, bald eagles residing in
the lower 48 States had rebounded to ap-
proximately 11,000 pairs;

Whereas the Department of the Interior
and the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service removed the bald eagle from Endan-
gered Species Act protection on June 28,
2007, but the species continues to be pro-
tected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Pro-
tection Act of 1940 (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 (16 U.S.C.
703 et seq.), and the Lacey Act and the
amendments thereto (16 U.S.C. 3371 et seq.);

Whereas the trained, educational bald
eagle ‘‘Challenger’” of the American Eagle
Foundation in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, was
invited by the Department of the Interior to
perform a free-flight demonstration during
the official bald eagle delisting ceremony
held at the Jefferson Memorial in Wash-
ington, DC;

Whereas experts and population growth
charts estimate that the bald eagle popu-
lation could reach 15,000 pairs, even though a
physical count has not been conducted by
State and Federal wildlife agencies since
2007;
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Whereas caring and concerned agencies,
corporations, organizations, and people of
the United States representing the Federal,
State, and private sectors passionately and
resourcefully banded together, determined to
save and protect the national bird of the
United States;

Whereas the recovery of the bald eagle pop-
ulation in the United States was largely ac-
complished due to the dedicated and vigilant
efforts of Federal and State wildlife agencies
and non-profit organizations, such as the
American Eagle Foundation, through public
education, captive breeding and release pro-
grams, hacking and release programs, and
the translocation of bald eagles from places
in the United States with dense bald eagle
populations to suitable locations in the
lower 48 States which had suffered a decrease
in bald eagle populations;

Whereas various non-profit organizations,
such as the Southeastern Raptor Center at
Auburn University in the State of Alabama,
contribute to the continuing recovery of the
bald eagle through rehabilitation and edu-
cational efforts;

Whereas the bald eagle might have been
lost permanently if not for dedicated con-
servation efforts and strict protection laws
like the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), the Bald and Golden
Eagle Protection Act of 1940 (16 U.S.C. 668 et
seq.), the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918
(16 U.S.C. 703 et seq.), and the Lacey Act and
the amendments thereto (16 U.S.C. 3371 et
seq.); and

Whereas the sustained recovery of the bald
eagle population will require the continu-
ation of recovery, management, education,
and public awareness programs to ensure
that the population numbers and habitat of
the bald eagle will remain healthy and se-
cure for generations to come: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates June 20, 2016, as ‘‘American
Eagle Day’’;

(2) applauds the issuance of bald eagle
commemorative coins by the Secretary of
the Treasury as a way to generate critical
funds for the protection of the bald eagle;
and

(3) encourages—

(A) educational entities, organizations,
businesses, conservation groups, and govern-
ment agencies with a shared interest in con-
serving endangered species to collaborate
and develop educational tools for use in the
public schools of the United States; and

(B) the people of the United States to ob-
serve American Eagle Day with appropriate
ceremonies and other activities.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 503—RECOG-
NIZING JUNE 20, 2016, AS “WORLD
REFUGEE DAY”

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. COONS, Mrs. MURRAY,
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. BALD-

WIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. REED, Mr. PETERS, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. KAINE) sub-

mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:
S. RES. 503

Whereas World Refugee Day is a global day
to acknowledge the courage, strength, and
determination of women, men, and children
who are forced to flee their homes due to
conflict, violence, and persecution;

Whereas according to the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (referred to
in this preamble as “UNHCR’)—
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(1) there are more than 65,300,000 displaced
people worldwide, the highest levels ever re-
corded, including almost 21,300,000 refugees,
40,800,000 internally displaced people, and
3,200,000 people seeking asylum;

(2) children account for 51 percent of the
refugee population in the world, millions of
whom are unable to access basic services in-
cluding education;

(3) nearly 4,800,000 refugees have fled Syria
since the start of the Syrian conflict and
more than 6,600,000 people are internally dis-
placed within Syria;

(4) since January 2014, more than 3,300,000
Iraqis fleeing violence have been internally
displaced, and 277,000 refugees have fled to
neighboring countries;

(5) ongoing conflict, violence, and persecu-
tion have resulted in the displacement of
millions across South Sudan, Ukraine, Co-
lombia, and the Central African Republic;

(6) since April 2015, sporadic outbursts of
violence in Burundi have prompted more
than 265,000 Burundians to flee to the neigh-
boring countries of Rwanda, Tanzania, Ugan-
da, and the Democratic Republic of the
Congo;

(7) violent insurgent attacks in Nigeria
have forced 220,000 people to flee to the
neighboring countries of Cameroon, Chad,
and Niger, and have internally displaced
nearly 2,200,000 people;

(8) between January and June of 2016, more
than 206,000 refugees and migrants have
crossed the Mediterranean Sea attempting to
reach Europe and at least 2,800 women, men,
and children have died during such crossings
or are missing after such attempts; and

(9) approximately 95,000 women, men, and
children, including many persecuted
Rohingya refugees from Burma, have de-
parted on the boats of smugglers in the Bay
of Bengal since 2014, more than 1,100 of whom
have died at sea;

Whereas refugees who are women and girls
are often at a greater risk of sexual violence
and exploitation, forced or early marriage,
human trafficking, and other forms of gen-
der-based violence;

Whereas the United States is the largest
donor to UNHCR and provides critical re-
sources and support to international and
nongovernmental organizations working
with refugees around the world; and

Whereas since 1975, the United States has
welcomed more than 3,000,000 refugees who
are resettled in communities across the
country: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reaffirms the commitment of the
United States to promote the safety, health,
and well-being of the millions of refugees, in-
cluding the education of refugee children and
displaced persons who flee war, persecution,
or torture in search of peace, hope, and free-
dom;

(2) calls upon the United States Govern-
ment—

(A) to continue its international leadership
role in response to those who have been dis-
placed, including the most vulnerable popu-
lations who may endure sexual violence,
human trafficking, forced conscription, per-
secution, or exploitation;

(B) to find solutions to existing conflicts
and prevent new conflicts from beginning;

(C) to provide humanitarian and develop-
ment support to countries around the world
that are hosting millions of refugees to al-
leviate social and economic strains placed on
host communities; and

(D) to encourage the international commu-
nity to increase resources to address current
and projected refugee crises;

(3) commends those who have risked their
lives working individually and for non-
governmental organizations and inter-
national agencies such as UNHCR who have
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